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Diocesan Commission for Liturgy, Vasai 

(Prayer service for those who cannot attend Eucharist due to Corona Virus threat) 

Wednesday 03rd June 2020   - Saints Charles Lwanga and   
                                                    his Companions, Martyrs 

 
 

The Angelus 

Head : The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary 

All :    And she conceived by the Holy Spirit 

Head : Hail Mary ….. 

Head : Behold the handmaid of the Lord 

All :    Be it done unto me according to your word 

Head : Hail Mary ….. 

Head : And the Word was made Flesh 

All :    And dwelt among us 

Head : Hail Mary ….. 

Head : Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God 

All :    That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ 
 
Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, Thy grace into our hearts; that we, to 
whom the incarnation of Christ, your Son, was made known by the message of an angel, 
may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His Resurrection, through the 
same Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Hymn:   We are here to praise you         ……. (426) 

 

Head of the family: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  

All: Amen 
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Penitential Act 

Head: My dear family members, let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare ourselves 
for this prayer service: 

All:  I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly 
sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed 
to do. (And, striking their breast, they say) through my fault, through my fault, through 
my most grievous fault; therefore, I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and 
Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 

Head: May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life. 

All : Amen.  
 

Head:  Lord, have mercy 

All:     Lord, have mercy 

Head: Christ, have mercy 

All:    Christ, have mercy 

Head: Lord, have mercy 

All:    Lord, have mercy 

 
 
 

Let us pray:  

O God, who have made the blood of Martyrs the seed of Christians, mercifully grant 
that the field which is your Church, watered by the blood shed by Saints Charles 
Lwanga and his companions, may be fertile and always yield you an abundant harvest. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

All: Amen. 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading:                                                                                              2 Timothy 1:1-3,6-12 

Reader: A Reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy  

God's gift is the Spirit of power, love and self-control 
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From Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus in his design to promise 
life in Christ Jesus; to Timothy, dear child of mine, wishing you grace, mercy and peace 
from God the Father and from Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Night and day I thank God, keeping my conscience clear and remembering my duty to 
him as my ancestors did, and always I remember you in my prayers. That is why I am 
reminding you now to fan into a flame the gift that God gave you when I laid my hands 
on you. God’s gift was not a spirit of timidity, but the Spirit of power, and love, and 
self-control. So you are never to be ashamed of witnessing to the Lord, or ashamed of 
me for being his prisoner; but with me, bear the hardships for the sake of the Good 
News, relying on the power of God who has saved us and called us to be holy – not 
because of anything we ourselves have done but for his own purpose and by his own 
grace. This grace had already been granted to us, in Christ Jesus, before the beginning 
of time, but it has only been revealed by the Appearing of our saviour Christ Jesus. He 
abolished death, and he has proclaimed life and immortality through the Good News; 
and I have been named its herald, its apostle and its teacher. 

It is only on account of this that I am experiencing fresh hardships here now; but I have 
not lost confidence, because I know who it is that I have put my trust in, and I have no 
doubt at all that he is able to take care of all that I have entrusted to him until that Day. 

The Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm:                        Psalm 122(123):1-2 

Response:  To you, O Lord, I lift up my eyes. 

1. To you have I lifted up my eyes, 
you who dwell in the heavens; 
my eyes, like the eyes of slaves 
on the hand of their lords. 

Response:  To you, O Lord, I lift up my eyes. 

2. Like the eyes of a servant 
on the hand of her mistress, 
so our eyes are on the Lord our God 
till he shows us his mercy. 

Response:  To you, O Lord, I lift up my eyes. 
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Gospel Acclamation                   Jn17:17 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your word is truth, O Lord: 
consecrate us in the truth. 
Alleluia! 
 
Or:                        Jn11:25, 26 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 
whoever believes in me will never die. 
Alleluia! 
 

          

Gospel:                                                                                                 Mark 12:18-27 
 

Reader : A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark  

All : Glory to you, O Lord. 

The God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob is the God of the living 

Some Sadducees – who deny that there is a resurrection – came to him and they put this 
question to him, ‘Master, we have it from Moses in writing, if a man’s brother dies 
leaving a wife but no child, the man must marry the widow to raise up children for his 
brother. Now there were seven brothers. The first married a wife and then died leaving 
no children. The second married the widow, and he too died leaving no children; with 
the third it was the same, and none of the seven left any children. Last of all the woman 
herself died. Now at the resurrection, when they rise again, whose wife will she be, 
since she had been married to all seven?’ 

Jesus said to them, ‘Is not the reason why you go wrong, that you understand neither 
the scriptures nor the power of God? For when they rise from the dead, men and women 
do not marry; no, they are like the angels in heaven. Now about the dead rising again, 
have you never read in the Book of Moses, in the passage about the Bush, how God 
spoke to him and said: I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 
Jacob? He is God, not of the dead, but of the living. You are very much mistaken.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

All : Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Reflection: Today we live with a distorted understanding of the resurrection. The 
interpreters of Scripture during the time of Jesus thought the resurrection was just a 
simple continuation of earthly life even to the point that a resurrected person would 
keep the same wife or husband. Fr. Henri Nouwen in his book ‘Seeds of hope’ wrote: 
“I think love – deep human love, does not know death … Real love say, ‘Forever’. Love 
will always reach out towards the eternal. Love comes from that place within us where 
death cannot enter”. To understand the idea of the resurrection according to Jesus, the 
people should know the Scriptures and experience the power of God acting in them. 
The scribes who came to discredit Jesus with their question knew neither God nor the 
Scriptures. 

 

Let us pray: 

We humbly pray, o God, that as you granted the blessed Martyrs grace to die rather than 
sin, so you may bring us to minister at your altar in dedication to you alone. Through 
Christ our Lord. 

All : Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Head: At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:  
 

All : Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
        Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
 
Head : Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, 
that. by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all 
distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

All:   For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. 
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Head : Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles; peace I leave to you, my peace I 
give you, look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her 
peace and unity in accordance with your will, who live and reign forever and ever. 

All : Amen. 
 
 
Head : The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All : And with your spirit. 

Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion  

 

My Jesus, 

I believe that You are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive you into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive 
You Sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already 
there 

and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from 
You 

Amen. 

 
 

The concluding rites 

Let us pray:  

We have received this divine grace, O Lord, as we celebrate the victory of your holy 
Martyrs; may what helped them to endure torment, we pray, make us, in the face of 
trials, steadfast in faith and in charity. Through Christ our Lord. 
 

All : Amen. 

Head : May almighty God bless us, keep us from all evil and bring us to everlasting life.  

All : Amen 
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Head : Let us go in the peace of the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

All :  Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

Prayer for those infected by the Corona Virus 

Almighty and ever merciful God, 
You show your love to the entire universe. 

Hear our prayers as we lift up  
all the people infected by Corona virus  
in different parts of the world. 

We beg you to touch the victims and 
their families with your healing touch. 

We thank you for the persistent efforts  
put in by the doctors to research  
an effective solution to this virus.  
May you bring success to their  
tireless efforts in this field. 

We pray for the people working  
through the governmental and health  
organizations that they may be guided by you to 
take appropriate measures to overcome this difficult situation 
and work towards the safety of the people. 
We make this prayer through Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 
 
 
Hymn: God is good to me     …….. (141) 
 
 
 
 


